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MALAGA 

RAQUEL MERINO.  Users of a 
high-profile travel website have 
voted Malaga’s annual Christ-
mas lights as among the top 20 
in Europe.   

The website, European Best 
Destinations, says, “Malaga is 
one of the most innovative des-
tinations for Christmas light-
ing.” It also highlights Malaga’s 
Christmas markets, street con-
certs and decorations in other 
parts of the city. Madrid is the 
only other Spanish city in the 
top-20 ranking.  

Other cities featured include 
Montbéliard, Nice and Reims, 

in France; Prague; Monaco; Sa-
lerno, in Italy; Edinburgh; Vien-
na; Gdansk; and London. 

Big switch-on 
The switch-on of Malaga city’s 
spectacular display - this year 
back close to normal in terms 
of scale - is scheduled for the 
evening of 26 November. 

The lights have been  
installed by Cordoba-province-
based designers Ximénez, who 
have expanded internationally 
in recent years on the strength 
of their displays.  

It still wasn’t clear this week 
if the centrepiece display on  
Calle Larios  would have a sound 
and light show as in previous 
years.   

Meanwhile, Malaga city coun-
cil has been given the go ahead 
by regional government for its 
planned light display at the his-
toric La Concepción botanical 
gardens, some 5km from the 
city centre. 

Malaga voted 
among the 20 best 
cities for Christmas 
lights in Europe

Martin Nathan is 
spearheading Cudeca’s 
latest campaign to 
convert Joan Hunt’s 
house into a children’s 
palliative care unit 

TONY BRYANT 

BENALMÁDENA. The Cudeca Foun-
dation recently launched its latest 
campaign under the banner of Joan 
Hunt - One in a Million, an initiative 
that continues to pay tribute to the 
charity’s founder, who died in June. 

In association with Talk Radio 
Europe (TRE), the campaign has 
been organised to raise money to 
convert the house where Joan lived 
into a children’s palliative care unit.  

Chairman of TRE, Martin Na-
than, who devised the campaign, 
explained to SUR in English why 
this facility is so important, and 
also how he intends to raise the 
money.  
What is the significance of the 
name of the campaign? 
There is so much love for Joan 
Hunt that when she passed I 
thought we could really do some-
thing important using her passing 

as a stimulant. She was  
a one- in-a-million kind of person, 
so I came up with the idea of the 
campaign name, One in a Million. 
How did the idea come about? 
I originally had the idea just after 
Joan died, but I knew nothing about 
the house at the time. When I heard 
that Cudeca had decided to repur-
pose it as a state-of-the-art in-pa-
tient palliative care facility for chil-
dren and teenagers, it started bells 
ringing. 
Is there a difference between pal-
liative care for adults and chil-
dren? 
Yes. This is really important, be-
cause palliative care for adults can-
not be easily adapted for children. 
Children have different needs, be-
cause they need care that is appro-
priate for conditions that are not 
seen in adults. Their size affects 
dosages and their age affects their 
understanding of the condition 
and its implications. 
Are there any other children’s pal-
liative care units in Andalucía? 
No. This will be the first of its kind 
in Spain. 
How much do you need to raise? 
The cost of the conversion of the 
house is 90,000 euros, and annual 
running costs will be another 
70,000 euros. My aim is to raise 
one million euros in order to en-
sure that this facility would always 
be self-financing. The unit would 
support 100 children each year 
and offer a comprehensive ap-
proach to the needs of both chil-
dren and their families. For that 
we need to ensure a team of ex-
pert professionals and volunteers, 
both to care at home, in the new 
in-patient facility or at the day care 
centre 
When do you hope to open the 
new unit? 
We are hoping to have it up and 
running within six months. 
How can people get involved? 
TRE will be hosting a crowdfund-
ing campaign between Friday 26 
and Sunday 28 November. Every-
body has to vocalise their family, 
their friends and everyone they 
know to get them to make a dona-
tion. All money that is pledged over 
this weekend will be doubled by 
our sponsors. 
You were a close friend of Joan’s; 
what do you think she would have 
thought about the new unit? 
I think it would have thrilled her. 
To create a lasting legacy in her 
name would be wonderful. I am 
sure she would be extremely 
happy. 

‘I thought we could 
really do something 
important using Joan’s 
passing as a stimulant’

Martin Nathan at the launch.  SUR

TORREMOLINOS 

IVÁN GELIBTER.  Torremolinos’ 
current urban development 
plan (PGOU), in force since 
2020, is now history. The Su-
preme Court of the Junta de 
Andalucía (TSJA) has cancelled 
the plan in its entirety, a move 
that comes after a previous 
partial suspension affected the 
land on which a major shop-
ping and leisure park was go-
ing to be built. 

The reason for this suspen-
sion is the absence of a strate-
gic environmental evaluation, 
or, in other words, approval by 
the Junta de Andalucía. 

About a year ago, the TSJA 
suspended the Torremolinos 
urban development plan as a 
precautionary measure, after 
the Sociedad Azucarera Larios 
real estate firm filed a case 
against the town hall and the 
British developers Intu, who 
planned to build the shopping 
and leisure park on land north 
of the town’s congress centre. 

The claimants considered 
that the strategic environ-
mental evaluation documents 
had not been properly proc-
essed and called for “environ-
mental interests to prevail over 
planning ones”. 

In February 2021, the TSJA 
rectified and partially lifted 
the suspension, leaving only 
the land to be developed by 
Intu in the previous plan.  

Starting from scratch 
Torremolinos town hall has 
said this week that it will now 
have to start a new plan from 
scratch, which will mean a de-
lay of at least two years, with 
no new investment in local de-
velopment projects in the 
meantime. 

The total cancellation of the 
plan in the case of Torremoli-
nos is based on a technicality 
that has also led to the rejec-
tions of the urban plans of Chi-
clana (Cadiz) and Benahavís.

Andalusian court 
suspends 
Torremolinos’ 
entire urban 
development plan

FUENGIROLA 

TONY BRYANT.  Fuengirola will 
welcome Christmas this year 
with more than two million 
lights, which will illuminate nu-
merous streets, squares, public 
spaces and municipal or em-
blematic buildings in the town. 

Among the most striking ele-
ments of the town’s festive deco-
rations once again this year will 
be a large Christmas tree on Av-
enida Clemente Díaz, and the 
three-dimensional giant bau-
ble in the Plaza de España, “a 
characteristic symbol of the 
Fuengirola Christmas”, which 
this year will offer a daily light 
show with music written espe-

cially for the occasion. 
Other attractions include the 

traditional nativity scene (Be-
lén) situated in Plaza Reyes 
Católicos, while Plaza de la Con-
stitución, Plaza de Los Chinor-
ros and Plaza de España will be 
decorated to resemble large 
planetariums. 

Preparations for this year’s 
decorations, which cost 650,000 
euros, began in August and the 
town hall has announced that a 
special switching-on ceremony 
on Friday 26 November will 
launch this year’s festive agenda. 

The Christmas programme 
will offer activities for all ages 
that will focus on the cultural, 
gastronomic and musical tradi-
tions of Fuengirola in what the 
council claims will be “a Christ-
mas that will be full of enthusi-
asm and joy”. 

Several concerts have been 
lined up, including the tradi-
tional zambomba nights and 
concerts by the municipal band.

Fuengirola gets 
ready to light up 
the town for the 
festive season

Martin Nathan 

 On Joan Hunt 

“Joan had incredible drive 
and energy and she had 
the ability to make people 
around her believe that the 
impossible could be 
achieved”

A photo of Malaga’s lights in a previous year on Calle Larios.  SUR

The planned Intu centre.  SUR

Martin Nathan  Chairman of TRE


